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S oon after the outbreak first hit China, Italy and 
the world, it became clear that it was not to 

be a temporary, superficial disruption. The drastic 
measures of containment and the strict lockdown 
imposed by the authorities in order to limit 
the spread of the virus, as well as the constant 
exposure to the threat of an invisible danger, have 
forced us all to abruptly and radically modify our 
social and daily life habits. Social relationships, 
work environments, use of public spaces, all 
the different aspects of our life have suddenly 
changed in a way that would have once seemed 
unconceivable. A moment of serious reflection 
and thought is necessary in order to start drafting 
a new theoretical framework to respond to the 
transformations.

T he Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto 
has called upon eight thinkers, each in 

different fields, to reflect upon the changes and 
transformations imposed on our lives by the 
effects of the pandemic.

T ogether with curators Sascha Hastings and 
Francesca Molteni, we have chosen to focus 

on four key concepts: Void, Body, Breath, Care. The 
Italian and Canadian thinkers will each discuss the 
transformation from their own perspective as it 
relates to their individual field of expertise. Using 
these four concepts as metaphorical cardinal 
directions, our hope is that the outcome of the 
discussions will give us a sense of direction as we 
navigate through this collective experience.

click here for details and schedule
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Four Conversations on a Changing World Between Canada and Italy

https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/09/void-breath-body-cure-four-conversations.html


MAJESTY
Illusion between Canada and Italy
Digital Exhibition
Designed by Chiara Andreatti and Francesco Faccin 
Curated by Maria Cristina Didero and Francesca Molteni 

This exhibition that was to open in May at the 
Istituto, presents new young protagonists of the 
most innovative and remarkable Italian design by 
exploring one of the real and symbolic territories 
that define Canadian culture and identity: the 
relationship of humans with wild nature. In this 
area, designers Chiara Andreatti and Francesco 
Faccin were able to listen, interpret and represent 
the tension between the two extremes made 
up of the artifact and the natural. Ultimately, the 
exhibition is the result of this dialogue and this 
exploration, effectively summarized in the video 
collection and catalogue that accompany it.
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click here for more information and to view

FACING THE CAMERA. 50 YEARS 
OF ITALIAN PORTRAITS
Curator: Marco Delogu

The photo exhibition is on view again after it was 
forced to close due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  
The exhibition documents a wide swath of Italian 
life between 1968 and 2018 through the eyes of 
20 photographers from different generations 
and regions of Italy. Subjects range from humble 
farmers and shepherds, cross-dressers, students, 
and nude pacifists to Delogu’s own portraits of 
prison inmates and Roman Catholic cardinals.  
These images challenge our assumptions about 
Italian identity, which has been shaped by its 
eventful history, fluid borders, and a surprisingly 
heterogeneous population. 

Runs until Monday, September 7
Istituto Italiano di Cultura | 496 Huron St 
FREE ADMISSION | BY APPOINTEMENT ONLY
click here for more information
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https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/05/coming-soon-virtual-exhibition.html
https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/08/exhibition-facing-the-camera-50.html


LAVAZZA DRIVE-IN NIGHTS
Vaughan and Markham
Icff / L’Altra Italia

After the tremendous success of the Lavazza 
Drive-In Film Festival in Toronto, ICFF, presented 
by IC Savings, is teaming up again with CHIN 
Radio/TV, in partnership with the Embassy 
of Italy in Canada, to launch Lavazza Drive-In 
Nights, presented in collaboration with Rogers 
Communications. 

Lavazza Drive-In Nights Vaughan will feature 4 
evenings of full entertainment with a ‘Focus on 
Italy’ program, presented in collaboration with the 
Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto, of popular and 
critically-acclaimed Italian contemporary movies.

August 31 to September 4
VAUGHAN | Chateau Le Jardin | 8440 York RR 27
MARKHAM | Markham Fairgrounds | 10801 McCowan Rd

click here for details and to purchase tickets
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DANTE ALIGHIERI
Ravenna Festival 
On September 5 and 13, the City of Ravenna will 
hold a series of performances on the occasion 
of the upcoming 700th anniversary of Dante 
Alighieri’s passing.  Events will commence on 
September 5th at 2:30pm EDT, in the presence 
of the President of the Italian Republic, Sergio 
Mattarella, with the solemn reopening of the 
poet’s tomb and of the nearby Quadrarco di 
Braccioforte. The ceremony will be preceded 
and followed by a performance of musical 
compositions that recall Dante’s work. 

Events are available for live streaming via the 
following link: https://www.ravennafestival.live/
live-stream/

September 5 and 13
Online in live streaming
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click here for details, updates and to view

http://www.icff.ca/
https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/09/apertura-delle-celebrazioni-del.html


ELIZABETH SHEPHERD AND 
MICHAEL OCCHIPINTI 
Outdoor Concert at the Istituto
The Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto, in 
collaboration with Villa Charities, presents singer/
pianist/composer Elizabeth Shepherd and 
Michael Occhipinti.  

Elizabeth and Michael have been featured in 
each other’s projects for almost a decade, with 
Elizabeth being the vocalist and pianist for Michael 
Occhipinti’s “The Universe of John Lennon”, and 
Michael touring as a member of Elizabeth’s group 
promoting her albums “MONtreal” and “The 
Signal”.

Thursday, September 10 | 6:30pm EDT
Istituto Italiano di Cultura | 496 Huron Street
FREE ADMISSION | REGISTRATION REQUIRED

click here to register via Eventbrite

music

RAFFAELLO 500
Titian, the ‘Raphael’ of Venice
Lecture by GIORGIO TAGLIAFERRO
Assoc. Professor in History of Art | University of Warwick

This seminar will discuss how Titian and Raphael, 
who arguably never met, developed innovative 
techniques and modes of representation, at the 
same time and somewhat similarly, although in 
different cultural contexts and under different 
circumstances, to engage viewers in new, more 
compelling ways. It will also highlight how Titian, 
looked to the late fellow artist not only as a source 
of inspiration for his extraordinary inventiveness 
and the supreme quality of his art, but also as an 
ideal of excellence to surpass. 

Tuesday, September 8  | 3:00pm EDT
Online via Zoom | Free Event
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

click here for information and to register

a r t

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/elizabeth-shepherd-and-michael-occhipinti-in-concert-tickets-118319911039?aff=Newsletter09
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5415956067506/WN_xbV_xTwiSfCBj0B4Wja5-A


THE LYING LIFE OF ADULTS BY 
ELENA FERRANTE
Ann Goldstein (Translator) in conversation  with 
Elizabeth Renzetti (Columnist, Globe & Mail)
Hot Docs | Istituto Italiano di Cultura (Promotional Partner)

This event offers an exclusive first look at “The 
Lying Life of Adults”, the greatly anticipated new 
novel by global sensation, Elena Ferrante.

Who is the mysterious Italian novelist who goes by 
the name Elena Ferrante, one of TIME’s 100 most 
influential people? The translator of Ferrante’s 
work, New Yorker editor Ann Goldstein, returns to 
Hot Docs to explore these burning questions and 
discuss the latest oeuvre by the reclusive writer, 
released in English this fall.

Tuesday, September 15 | 7:00pm EDT
Online in live streaming

click here for details and to purchase tickets

books

THE DOMINIC MANCUSO GROUP 
Outdoor Concert at the Istituto
The Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto, in 
collaboration with Villa Charities, presents The 
Dominic Mancuso Group, with Dominic Mancuso, 
Rosendo “Chendy” Leon and Tony Zorzi.

Juno and Canadian Folk Music Award winner, 
Dominic Mancuso will be presenting a multi-
lingual repertoire taken from his last two cds; 
the Juno awarded World Music Album of the 
Year, “Comfortably Mine”, and his internationally 
acclaimed “Sub Urban Gypsy”. His brand of world 
fusion incorporates elements of World/Jazz with 
Roots/Folk, underscored by an infectious on-
stage energy and zeal for storytelling.
Thursday, September 17 | 6:30pm EDT
Istituto Italiano di Cultura | 496 Huron Street
FREE ADMISSION | REGISTRATION REQUIRED

music
click here to register via Eventbrite

https://boxoffice.hotdocs.ca/websales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=128905~fff311b7-cdad-4e14-9ae4-a9905e1b9cb0&showing=129109&
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-dominic-mancuso-group-tickets-118330147657?aff=Newsletter09


VOID
Four Conversations on a Changing World Between 
Canada and Italy
In converstion with Davide Pizzigoni (Architect) and Bruce 
Kuwabara (Architect)

The ongoing global pandemic is forcing us to 
rethink the word VOID, that we all experienced 
with the lockdown and the social distancing - an 
empty space in our homes and cities, but also 
a feeling of unhappiness because someone or 
something is missing. Instead of filling the void, 
we’d like to explore the positive and generative 
possibilities of new forms of the empty space with 
Davide Pizzigoni, architect, scenographer and 
artist, author of The shape of the empty space, 
and Bruce Kuwabara, one of Canada’s leading 
architects, founding partner of KPMB Architects, in 
conversation with moderator Francesca Molteni.
Wednesday, September 23 | 12:30pm EDT
click here to register for VOID on Zoom

thought

ROBERTO OCCHIPINTI WITH ELMER 
FERRER AND LOUIS SIMÃO 
Outdoor Concert at the Istituto
The Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto, in 
collaboration with Villa Charities, presents Roberto 
Occhipinti with Elmer Ferrer and Louis Simão.

ROBERTO OCCHIPINITI | Bass

ELMER FERRER | Guitar

LOUIS SIMÃO | Accordion

Thursday, September 24 | 6:30pm EDT
Istituto Italiano di Cultura | 496 Huron Street
FREE ADMISSION | REGISTRATION REQUIRED

click here to register via Eventbrite
music

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/1215988966999/WN_YYP0S_YURM2n5rXl23-MKQ
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/roberto-occhipinti-with-elmer-ferrer-and-louis-simao-tickets-118333732379?aff=Newsletter092020


BODY
Four Conversations on a Changing World Between 
Canada and Italy
In converstion with Zab Maboungou (Dancer/
Choreographer) and Chiara Cappelletto (Professor of 
Aesthetics)

The body gives us movement and mobility. It is 
also a locus of pleasure, pain, intimacy, strength, 
mortality and politics. The physical restrictions 
forced upon us by COVID-19 have made us rethink 
our relationships with our own bodies and those 
of others. Dancer, choreographer, and artistic 
director of Compagnie Danse Nyata Nyata Zab 
Maboungou and Professor of Aesthetics, Poetics, 
and Rhetoric Chiara Cappelletto in conversation 
with moderator Sascha Hastings.
Wednesday, September 30 | 12:30pm EDT thought
click here to register for BODY on Zoom

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 
2020
At the Council of Europe’s initiative, the European 
Day of Languages (EDL) has been celebrated 
every year since 2001, together with the European 
Commission. EDL is a means of promoting 
awareness among the general public on the 
importance of language learning, encouraging 
the discovery of other languages at any age.  This 
year the group of cultural and language institutes 
in the City of Toronto representing and promoting 
European culture and languages abroad, celebrate 
EDL on September 25th and for the first time, 
online.  Members of the public may participate 
in interactive class lessons on the languages and 
cultures of the participating countries.

Friday, September 25
click here for information and updates

l a n -
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6415988968225/WN_L9TCqQHmQVeRh8eNStfB0g
https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/09/european-day-of-languages-2020.html


RAFFAELLO 500
The story of Raphael and Sebastiano del 
Piombo
Lecture by MATTHIAS WIVEL
Aub Jebsen Curator of Sixteenth-Century Italian Paintings 
National Gallery - London, UK

This lecture will attempt to chart the fiercely 
competitive and increasingly antagonist 
relationship between Raphael and Sebastiano 
del Piombo - a situation that stimulated artistic 
breakthroughs for both painters, while also 
engendering those frequent occupational hazards 
for artists: paranoia and bitterness.

Thursday, October 1  | 3:00pm EDT
Online via Zoom | Free Event
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
click here for information and to register

a r t

ESTATE ALL’ITALIANA
Online Music Festival

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation celebrates italian music 
with the Estate all’Italiana Festival; an online 
summer-long event:  an exclusive tour spanning 
over 10 weeks, presenting international audiences 
with performances from the 2020 slate of Italian 
festivals. 

The initiative is promoted by the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs within the framework of 
measures to support cultural enterprises and 
the international relaunch of Italy, focusing 
on the country’s profound pursuit of culture, 
entertainment and beauty.

click here for details and updates
music

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7015956106394/WN_Hs1KapJhTXKx167lQVzjTQ
https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/06/world-music-day-estate-all-italiana.html


COMPAGNIA PIPPO DEL BONO
Emilia Romagna Teatro Fondazione
Theatre Video Streaming

Emilia Romagna Teatro Fondazione and 
Compagnia Pippo Delbono present a series of 
theatre performances that can be streamed from 
the comfort of your home. The performances 
are subtitled in English and will be available until 
September 30, 2020.  

AVAILBLE PERFORMANCES
Questo Buio Feroce (The Wild Darkness)
Presented in 2011 at the Harbourfront Centre World Stage

Dopo la Battaglia (After the Battle)

Orchidee (Orchids)

t h e -
a t r e

click here for information and links

FELLINI IN YOUR HOME
Fellini a casa tua

2020 marks the 100th anniversary of Federico 
Fellini’s birth. Due to the restrictions in place, 
the Istituto Italiano di Cultura was forced to 
postpone the exhibition celebrating the Maestro’s 
genius, which was to open this June at the TIFF 
Bell Lightbox.   We will keep you posted on 
developments and a new opening date. In the 
meantime, the Istituto is pleased to bring you 
the virtual tour presented and organized by the 
Emilia-Romagna Region, bringing the exhibition 
to your home.  

Federico Fellini’s 100 years: A year-long birthday 
celebration throughout the Romagna region.  The 
Fellinian year celebrations are available on-line 
with vignettes by the young Federico cartoonist, 
snippets from video archives, virtual tours of the 
exhibiton dedicated to the Master.

c i n -
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click here for information and links

https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/09/theatre-video-streaming-emilia.html
https://iictoronto.esteri.it/iic_toronto/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2020/04/fellini-100-immortal-genius-fellini.html


DID YOU KNOW THAT ITALIAN IS THE 
FOURTH MOST STUDIED LANGUAGE 
IN THE WORLD? AUTUMN SESSION 
STARTS THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3RD

LEARN ITALIAN ONLINE AT THE ISTITUTO ITALIANO DI CULTURA
Check www.iictorontocourses.com

I nostri records indicano che abbiano il Suo permesso 
per mandarLe emails. Se non desidera ricevere la nostra 
Newsletter invii una e-mail a: iictoronto@esteri.it

Our records indicate that we have your permission to send 
you emails. If you wish to UNSUBSCRIBE, please send an email 
to:  iictoronto@esteri.it

I T A L I A N 
L A N G 
U A G E

ITALIAN LANGUAGE COURSES 
ONLINE
Registration is now open for our Autumn-term 
Italian language courses, which begin the week of 
October 3. You are welcome to register anytime until 
the beginning of the courses.  

In an effort to ensure the health and safety of our 
students and staff,  all courses will be offered online 
via virtual classrooms, during the Autumn Term and 
until further notice, instead of on-site at the Istituto 
Italiano di Cultura locations in Toronto and Vaughan.  
All courses will be taught by our regular instructors.  
Although the classes will be offered virtually,  
students will continue to participate actively in 
those same activities offered in an on-site classroom:  
speaking, writing, listening, working in groups, etc.

l a n -
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click here for information and to register

https://www.iictorontocourses.com/
mailto:iictoronto%40esteri.it?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:iictoronto%40esteri.it?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
https://www.iictorontocourses.com/
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